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What changes will follow Celtics’ collapse?

Dan Wolken
Columnist
USA TODAY

Had the Boston Celtics been swept by
the Miami Heat in the NBA Eastern Con-
ference finals, as seemed likely a week
ago, there would have been undeniable
pressure on president of basketball op-
erations Brad Stevens and majority
owner Wyc Grousbeck to initiate major
changes in the coming weeks.

After an even bigger gut punch, the
end result won’t be any different.

For all the character the Celtics
showed to push this series to Game 7,
the way this team met its end on Mon-
day night was as strange and confound-
ing as this postseason itself.

At the very moment it seemed like
the Celtics were going to be the first in
NBA history to erase a 3-0 series deficit,
they went back home, reverted to their
worst characteristics and were blown
out103-84. Questions about their roster
construction, chemistry, coaching and
collective heart are unlikely to go away.

The angst that will flow from failing
to close the deal in Boston is appropriate
and fair. This was a terrible, inexcusable
series to lose against an inferior Miami
team that was missing multiple key
players throughout. Even when the Celt-
ics pulled things back from down 3-0,
they felt like favorites — only to once
again disappoint when a comeback was
within reach. It feels like something that
will reverberate for a long time to come.

As the Celtics head into an offseason
of greater unknowns, it’s worth keeping
this in mind: They were one of the last
four teams standing. They were in the
NBA Finals a year ago. And in total, a
core built around Jayson Tatum and
Jaylen Brown has reached the confer-
ence finals four times in six seasons.

You shouldn’t throw that away be-
cause of one bitterly disappointing out-
come. You can’t lose patience because
you keep coming up short of a title. You
don’t start over on everything you've
built because a super-hot Miami team
made all of your issues look bigger than
they really are.

Do the Celtics need to make some

Derrick White and the Celtics bench watches the final seconds of their Game 7
loss to the Heat on Monday. MICHAEL DWYER/AP

changes? Sure. But to rewrite the blue-
print that has led to so much success or
even consider breaking up Tatum and
Brown? Be careful what you wish for.

The easy thing to do would be firing
coach Joe Mazzulla, the 34-year-old for-
mer West Virginia player who was cast
into this position because of an investi-
gation into Ime Udoka’s workplace con-
duct that came to light last September
and revealed multiple, but unspecified,
violations of team policy.

Mazzulla was not ready for this job,
but there should never have been any
expectation he would be. There are
plenty of great coaches who never
played in the NBA, but generally they
have spent years preparing and learning
before they got their shot.

A mere four years ago, Mazzulla was
the head coach at Division II Fairmont
State. Why did anyone think he was
ready to match wits with Erik Spoelstra?

And yet the Celtics thought enough
of him to elevate him to Udoka’s posi-
tion — bypassing the far more experi-
enced Damon Stoudamire, who was
also on the Celtics bench — and then give
him a long-term contract in February.

None of that is his fault, and yet this
series got to the point where Mazzulla
making a minor adjustment or calling a
timeout to stop a run seemed notable.
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That’s notideal when you have a team in
the middle of its championship window.
Everything counts in these series,
and it’s hard to win when you’re consis-
tently losing on the coaching margins.
So it would be easy to imagine Boston
thanking Mazzulla for his time and hir-
ing one of the more experienced coach-
es on the market like Monty Williams.

Perhaps there were some things Bos-
ton left on the table in these playoffs be-
cause of a coaching deficit, but this did
not feel like a series where the Celtics
were one adjustment or a different rota-
tion away from winning. When you lose
the way the Celtics lost, it’s about more
than the guy with a clipboard.

The more meaningful questions for
Boston are a lot harder to answer.

With Brown eligible for an extension
this summer and Tatum next summer,
the Celtics could legitimately have to tie
up more than $600 million to keep them
into their early 30s. That’s not just a lot
of money, it’s a massive commitment of
salary cap that would certainly make
the Celtics nervous if they believe that
duo has already maxed out.

There are other issues, too. Was Mar-
cus Smart’s defensive regression this
season a blip or a warning? Do the Celt-
ics need more dynamic play-making
from the point guard position than what

Smart, Malcolm Brogdon and Derrick
White provide? Will the Celtics figure
out the center position between Robert
Williams, who is on a great contract for
the next three seasons but injury prone,
and 36-year-old Al Horford, who doesn’t
move the way he used to? Are they too
reliant on 3-point shooting?

Monday’s loss was a microcosm of
why it would be easy to justify more
than a minor overhaul. When Tatum
turned his ankle on the first possession
of the game and was clearly hobbled
throughout, the Celtics needed Brown
to be a max-contract guy. He was decid-
edly not, committing eight turnovers
and scoring 19 points on 23 shots. And
when they needed to generate offense
against the Heat’s junky zone defense,
Boston settled for a lot of 3s — which is
very much their style of play but not a
very effective style when you shoot 9-
for-42 in Game 7.

With their collection of depth and
players under contract, the Celtics could
make a lot of moves or very few. They
could blame the coach or the players.
They could split up their two superstars
or double down.

Or they could simply look at this se-
ries as an anomaly where someone like
Caleb Martin, who was a 9.6 point-per-
game wing for Miami in the regular sea-
son, got into a zone and shot 60% for the
series, including 22 of 45 from the 3-
point line. On the other hand, it’s em-
barrassing to lose a series in which he
was Miami’s best offensive player.

The range of problems and solutions
probably makes it tougher, not easier,
for Stevens to identify how to reshape
the program and optimize what the
Celtics are capable of. On one hand, it
was just a bad series. On the other, they
messed around against the Atlanta
Hawks and nearly lost to the Philadel-
phia 76ers, too. And the Celtics’ vulner-
ability being tied to stretches of poor
shooting is an issue that stretches back
several seasons.

So now it’s all on the table. Fans will
demand big moves. Stevens, a conser-
vative and thoughtful person by nature,
may be inclined to work on the margins.

It adds up to one of the most fascinat-
ing offseasons in recent memory — and,
thanks to the Heat, one that came a lot
faster than anyone anticipated.
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were thoroughiy explored.

The Petition asks the court to appoint Wisconsin Gommissioner of Insurance,
Nathan Houdek, and his successors in offce, as Rehabilitator of WRG and
s uto, e Jsth Schracer of Noble Conslting 5 tho Specl Deputy

f overseeing the

6 you o a i albvale e scons S0310)nd 7)o te
tors esate

uscourts

&, CONSTIUENGES OF AU To UL FLE . PROOE 0 CLAN.

you are a holder of a claim under section S03(b)(9) of the Bankruptcy
aeal 3 L "

ONE CALL
DOES

IT ALL!

Place Your Advertisement in
USA TODAY’s Marketplace!

Call: 1-800-397-0070

Sl
ouholda daimthat hasbeen alowed by  inal order f the ourtentred
nnmbdnm\huwhuh\ arDate;
oldacaim forvichaseparatedeadiineis fedbyth out

IHREPECTDCAMS O RETVPESETCORTH SECTON 2BV
K NLESS TS ORDRED BY Tt OO A RODER OF 4 LA
AGAINSTTHE DEGTORSWHO \sumumw BT m ALER oot or Al
INACCORDANCEWITHTHEBARDATE HEAPPLICABLEBAR
mwnworsnmrmns;\msmmnwmRssrmmsu(ucuwrox
THEPUROSES

FITINGAIDAN DITRBUTIONSNTHEGAPTER
TORS SCHEDULES. Tou ey be st s heFer i

:

 the B Date

Agent’

TGses

fom);

qo
PACER

amrenmfcton ot rendinenct
inpa

on the Giims Agens websie at Gopies of

hitps/waun donlnecano omip
et e s 6003 0000

S
. you are a curent emplyee of the Deblors, i an order of the Court

et St Forinon o 01
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. If you requie additonal informaton
519

bt Pesebe
dsrmina

Dt oy 24,

[ Y7
if o |1 1 Gses,aong with he st for s of each

ingen, dain, o e ) Debors
toaddanew (558 e,
: ding vihout
i) 1o assrt that such dins are sufct 1 sbordination pursant o
preilng Esern
Yoot

WhatoFie’

GET NOTICED!

Advertise in USA TODAY’s Marketplace! Call:1-800-397-0070




Case 2023CGV001310

UNE 7,202

2D I WEDNESDAY JU

Document 10

3 1 USATODAY

Filed 06-20-2023

Page 3 of 4

LIFE

MOVIES NEWS & VIEWS

Realism replaces magic in ‘Little Mermaid’

Kelly Lawler
USA TODAY

In the 1989 version of “The
Little Mermaid,” the sea was a
crisp blue, sea creatures could
turn into functional musical in-
struments, ocean waves defied
gravity and a flounder was hug-
gable.

But under the sea in the
2023 remake, the ocean is dank
and dark, the fish are slimy,
scary and bug-eyed and the
only thing defying science is
Melissa McCarthy’s eyesha-
dow, which stays immaculate
underwater.

Much has already been said
about the new “Mermaid,”
which stars McCarthy as the
villain Ursula and singer Halle
Bailey as Ariel, and how it dis-
appoints compared with its an-
imated original. It’s a tale as old
as time when it comes to Dis-
ney’s parade of live-action re-
makes of its beloved animated
films (their box-office take,
however, seems just fine).
Their biggest problem is sim-
ple: They were better off stay-
ing cartoons.

Every change - to aesthet-
ics, to story, to soundtracks, to
length - that is required to
make these films “live action”
chips away at the magic of the
originals. This relentless pur-
suit of realism doesn’t make a
good kids’ movie: It may be
dark underwater in the real
ocean, but we want to see Ariel
dance properly lit on the
screen. The new films are too
long, too monotone, too bland
and full of photorealistic talk-
ing animals that range from
boring to horrifying.

Scuttle (voiced by Awkwafina), Flounder (voiced by Jacob Tremblay), and Ariel (Halle Bailey) star
in the live-action “The Little Mermaid.” PROVIDED BY DISNEY

Photorealistic fish? Not
what you’d call cuddly

Looking at the animals, it is
easy to see how the new films
have gone wrong. Take the sea-
faring sidekicks of “Mermaid,”
which are full of color, dyna-
mism and emotion in the origi-
nal film. Their eyes are exagger-
ated, their proportions are all
wrong for nature but follow
cute character rules (namely,
imitating the dimensions of a
human baby). They are inviting
and, well, animated. They
make great stuffed animals to
sell at the Disney Store.

In the 2023 “Mermaid,”
Flounder (voiced by Jacob
Tremblay) is beige. He looks
like a real flounder, which
means he’s skinny and a little
creepy. Sebastian (Daveed
Diggs) looks like any other
spindly crab, except that his

mouth moves. Scuttle the sea-
gull (Awkwafina) has terrifying
eyes. When the three try to sing
and dance (and Scuttle very
unfortunately raps), they are
limited in their movements.
They kind of wiggle and flop.
It’s depressing and unsettling
to watch.

The new “Mermaid” tries
and fails to grab some of the
flash of the original. It has fish
that swim around Ariel in pret-
ty patterns during showstopper
“Under the Sea.” But in the car-
toon, the fish do a conga line.
Animated fish bunny-hopping
is a joy to watch - photorealis-
tic fish doing it is a horror show.
Animals have an uncanny val-
ley, and Disney found it.

In the production of many
animated movies, voice actors
are filmed as they record their
dialogue. Then the animators
can incorporate their perfor-

mances into the faces of their
characters. That's why Robin
Williams’ Genie from “Aladdin”
is so magnetic, and why Simba
in “The Lion King” can break
your heart. But when the goal is
a “real” animal, you can’t put
human emotions behind their
eyes.

Magic is missing in a
reallstlc fantasy world

It’s not just the animals. It's
the whole futile exercise of
realism in live-action remakes
that in actuality are primarily
CGI.

There is an inherently mag-
ical quality to animation as an
art form. It’s not just the most
convenient way to bring a mer-
maid to life or the dumbed-
down version of movies for
kids. It’s a thing all its own that
opens up worlds, exaggerates

and emphasizes and literally il-
lustrates exactly what the artist
wants us to see.

Ariel’s hair is redder than
red. Sebastian’s eyes are bigger
than big. The ballgowns are
poofy and perfect. It’s no won-
der animation is a medium pri-
marily associated with chil-
dren; these exaggerations are
candy to their little curious
minds. A great animated movie
is bright, brilliant and brim-
ming with possibility. It has dy-
namism. Every comparable im-
age from a live-action remake
is flat and dull.

There is another way to
bring these stories to live action
that preserves their inherent
campiness and charm. “The Li-
on King” “Beauty and the
Beast,” “Aladdin” and others
have moved from animation to
Broadway with far more cre-
ative success than they have to
feature film. Glitter, bighair and
big makeup is a part of the fab-
ric of the stage, and when you
turn an animated lion into a
breathtaking puppet, you have
something new and exciting to
look at. Onstage, the living ob-
jects of “Beast” bedazzle with
their sheer absurdity, with kick
lines full of dancers dressed as
forks and knives. The Disney
stage adaptations are fun,
where the movie remakes are a
slog.

With every Disney cartoon
seemingly getting a remake (in-
cluding 2016’s “Moana”), audi-
ences are doomed to singing
nature documentaries for years
to come. But when it comes to
cultural legacy, they can’t get
anywhere close to their prede-
cessors. Magic doesn’t strike
twice.

Music

MUNA shows its Pride and joy in a ‘heavy’ month

Joy Ashford
USA TODAY

On the first night of Pride
month, queer pop band MUNA
took the stage at the Stonewall
Inn, the site of the riot that
started Pride that now is an
iconic gay bar.

The trio known for opening
for Taylor Swift and its hit “Silk
Chiffon” featuring Phoebe Brid-
gers were the main event at a
Stonewall fundraiser for em-
battled queer organizations in
Tennessee and Texas.

Katie Gavin, Josette Maskin,
and Naomi McPherson opened
their set with the 2016 ballad
about safe spaces “I Know a
Place.”

“I didn’t want the songs we
wrote in 2014 to still be so rele-
vant today,” lead singer Gavin
told USA TODAY before the
show.

But in a Pride month that
McPherson described as “jar-
ring” and “heavy,” the band’s
anthem for those who “think
being yourself means being un-
worthy”is as necessary as ever.

‘Cultivating joy’
is essential to Pride

Members of MUNA agreed
that Pride month feels different
this year. “It’s jarring to think
about our journey over the past
10 years and how much more
dystopian things have gotten
for queer people,” said McPher-
son.

For the second year in a row,
there has been an uptick in the
number of states that grew
more hostile to the LGBTQ+
community, according to the
2023 Out Leadership State
LGBTQ+ Business Climate In-
dex report shared exclusively
with USA TODAY.

“The political landscape, es-
pecially with regards to trans
people, is so terrifying,” said
McPherson, who identifies as
nonbinary and uses they/them
pronouns.

Despite increasing legal at-
tacks on trans and queer peo-

ple’s health care and expres-
sion in public, the band said joy
remains essential to their work
and music. “If we're miserable,
they win,” McPherson said.

“I think it’s important to
show young people that I'm
happier because I came out. I'm
happier because I am who I
am,” Maskin added.

Joy has a “really important
role” to play in “any kind of big
time collective change - be-
cause it’s hard work,” Gavin
said.

“There are often times
where you can just feel despair.
So if you don’t engage in this
practice of cultivating joy and
making this fun and having a
good time, I just don’t think
that it’s sustainable to keep up
the fight.”

Taylor Swift fans and the
‘generous’ new generation

MUNA also finds hope for
the future in the younger gener-
ation.

The band is known for their
avid queer fan base, but they
also have been playing to audi-
ences outside their own fans as
openers for Taylor Swift on her
Eras Tour. “We’ve felt very wel-
comed by Taylor audiences,”
Gavin said of their sets with
Swift so far.

“Alot of the fans that I see in
the audience are much younger
than we are,” McPherson add-
ed. “They’re so open-minded
and generous with their time
and their ears — and also very
open-minded with their per-
spective on the world.” They
think it’s likely that “we will get
to a point with their generation”
where an artist's queerness
“just doesn’t matter” in deter-
mining their “mainstream” ap-

al.

“Obviously, being a queer
artist matters to our communi-
ty,” McPherson said, citing the
value of representation. But
they hope that the “ghettoizing”
of queer artists to a certain
niche - something they still
feel, even at their level of suc-

cess — won't be here to stay.
Stonewall Gives Back

MUNA's show on the first
day of Pride month was part of
the annual Pride Kickoff Cele-
bration for the Stonewall Inn
Gives Back Initiative (SIGBI), a
charitable organization run by
CEO and co-owner of Stone-
wall Stacy Lentz.

Funds raised from the event
are being donated to three
LGBTQ organizations in red
states: youth center “Just Us” in
Nashville, Tennessee; theatre

company “Friends of Georges”
in Memphis, Tennessee; and
the El Paso, Texas community
space Borderland Rainbow
Center, which, among other
things, supports gender-non-
conforming people seeking
asylum in America.

“We really want to specifi-
cally work on grassroots or-
ganizations that are being af-
fected the most by these horrif-
ic drag bans and bans against

gender-affirming care,” Lentz
said.

Contributing: Charisse
Jones
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Naomi McPherson, from left,
Katie Gavin, and Josette
Maskin of MUNA have been
opening for Taylor Swift.
EMMA MCINTYRE/GETTY IMAGES

NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE

delivery

Notice of Class Action Lawsuit:
. Cass

0 No. 1:20-cv-06807

Gnited States Distict Gourt for the Northern District of inois
If you worked in llinois as a delivery driver for IIK Transport, Inc. between November 17, 2010 and the present
and were classified as independent contractor, this Notice informs you that you are a part of a class of
d by the Court in the

between Nove!

& Liss-Riordan,

14, 2023, you must send a letter,

from the lIK lawsuit in llinois." ! s Act
P.C. 729 Boy\ston Street it 3000, Boston, MA 03156 The fax number I oi7004.5001,
do not e

The named plaintiff in this lawsuit alleges in the lawsuit that IIK Transport, Inc. (*lIK") violated the llinois Wage
Payment and Collection Act, 820 ILCS 115/1 et seq. (the “IWPCA

independent contractors instead of employees; 2) taking unauthorized deductions from
checks; and (3) failing to reimburse them for employment-related expenses that should have been borne by
IIK. 11K denes these allegations.
The court carfied the folowing class: *Al nclicusls who worked In linols as dliery divers for IK
the present and who were classified as independent contra
order o pariipata nths cags and potentially recelve an award of gam
notice is only to inform you of the

fax, or email to the Class

), by: (1) classifying the delivery drivers as

mages, you need not do anything. This
endency of this lawsuit, and to advise you that you have the right to not
participate in the case by excluding yourself from the case. To be excluded from this lawsuit, on or before

ction Administrator at the law firm
representing the Paintif class I this case. wit your name, adcress,and he statament, ‘Please exclude me

their compensation

ctors.”

and the email

To obtain more inf

wisut, Plaintiff's

main in the
B nagmentah e Cour sndyo. il e be sound oy o rolg, whemmer m v of Bttt o K. You
oot noed o e our QW awye, butyou Gan Fetan your oW |GwYer atyour oWn sxpense fyou choos.

Lichten & Liss-Riordan, P.C., 729 Euy\sﬂm Street, Suite 2000, aosmn MA 02116
Fax: 617-994-5801 Email: claims@lraw.com

lawsuit, you will be boun

On May 23,

Notice of Rehabilitation of Wisconsin
Reinsurance Corporation (WRC)

Office

to-Rehabiltation.aspx

were thoroughly explored.

in the Dane Gounty (WI) Gircuit Court a Petition for Rehabiltation (Petition)
with respect to WRG and its subsidiary, 1st Auto & Gasualty Insurance Com-
pany (15t Auto). WRC and 1st Auto are Wisconsin dorniciled stock property.
and casualty insurance companies, with their main administrative office at
2810 Gity View Drive, Madison, Wisconsin 53718. The Dane County Gircuit
Gourt has scheduled a hearing, f necessary, on the Petiton at 10:00 a.m. on
June 28, 2023, 7th Floor, Gourtroom 7D ~ Branch 15, 215 South Hamilton
Street, Madison, Wi 53703-3285.

A copy of the Petition and other fiings, frequently asked questions, and
current information on the rehabiltation of WRG and 1st Auto can be found
on OGI's website at https:/oci.wi gov/Pages/Companies WRG-and-1st-Au-

The OCI petitioned for rehabilitation only after all other aternatives

‘The Petition asks the court to appoint Wisconsin Commissioner of nsurance,
Nathan Houdek, and his successors in office, as Rehabiltator of WRG and
st Auto, and Justin Schvader of Noble Consiting s the Special Deputy

rseeing process.
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Matthew Fitzpatrick plays a shot from a bunker on the 18th hole during the first

et

round of the Wells Fargo Championship last month. JiM DEDMON/USA TODAY SPORTS

Defending champion
Matthew Fitzpatrick
doesn’t hold back

Tom D’Angelo
The Palm Beach (Fla.) Post
USA TODAY Network

LOS ANGELES — Matthew Fitzpatrick
‘was given the opportunity to pass on the
question, but at first thought about giv-
ing it a shot.

“T'll answer it,” the defending U.S.
Open champion said when asked: “Do
you feel like you should be compensated
for not going to LIV?”

Fitzpatrick’s mind was in overdrive.
You could tell by his face. For a second it
appeared he was going to jump in, per-
haps join his colleagues who have not
been shy about saying they should be re-
‘warded for their loyalty to the PGA Tour.

But he could not get out the words.

“Yeah, pass,” he finally said, followed
by a very uncomfortable laugh.

Fitzpatrick was first on the firing line
Monday at the Los Angeles Country
Club, site of the 2023 U.S. Open, the first
major since the golf world was rocked by
the announcement the PGA Tour and
Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment Fund,
‘which owns LIV Golf, were now partners.

A year ago, things were so much sim-
pler, especially after Fitzpatrick captured
his first major championship, finishing
one stroke ahead of Scottie Scheffler and
Will Zalatoris at The Country Club in
Brookline, Mass.

Things then certainly were not “con-
fusing,” a word, or one similar, Fitzpat-
rick uttered five times to describe what
he knows about the PGA Tour-LIV Golf
union.

“Iseem to remember just last year just
thinking about the tournament, just the
U.S. Open,” he said. “It was obviously dif-
ferent because I had the tie to the golf
course and the history there, so probably
was easier for me to mentally focus on
that and be in a better place than obvi-
ously all this confusion that’s going on
this week.

“I just don’t know what’s going on. I
don’t think anyone knows what'’s going
on. Are we signing with the PIF? Are we
not signing with the PIF? I have no idea.
Even though I guess it is confusing, it's
pretty clear that nobody knows what’s
going on apart from about four people in
the world.”

PGA Tour pros are not alone in their
confusion on what to make of golf’s fu-
ture. Aussie Cam Smith, one the more
notable players who defected from the

Tour to join LIV last summer, is as
much in the dark as Fitzpatrick and ev-
eryone else ... apart from those four
people.

Smith said he received a call from
Yasir Al-Rumayyan, the governor of
Saudi’s PIF, last Tuesday about 10 min-
utes before Al-Rumayyan appeared
with PGA Tour Commissioner Jay Mo-
nahan on CNBC to make the announce-
ment.

The call was more out of courtesy
than informational.

“I think he was probably calling a
few different players, so the call was
kind of short and sweet,” Smith said
Monday. “Didn’t really explain much,
but just kind of explained what was go-
ing to happen on that day, and there
was still a lot of stuff to work out.”

For Fitzpatrick, one of those things
to be worked out is his game after re-
vealing the bulging disk he was diag-
nosed with in February had a “slight
flare-up” Friday at the RBC Canadian
Open. He recovered well enough to fin-
ish tied for 20th.

Fitzpatrick’s game, though, did suf-
fer when the injury first occurred. He
missed three cuts in four starts prior to
the Masters, where he felt good enough
to finish in a tie for 10th. The next week
he defeated Jordan Spieth in a playoff
at the RBC Heritage for his second ca-
reer PGA Tour victory. The results have
been inconsistent since with a T-9 at
the Memorial a week after missing the
cut at the PGA Championship.

“I definitely feel like my game is in
better shape,” said Fitzpatrick, who is
ranked No. 8 in the world. “I certainly
don’t think it’s as good as it was last
year.”

But is that good enough to retain the
18-inch tall sterling silver trophy that
goes tothe U.S. Open winner and take it
on another vacation? We'll know Sun-
day.
Fitzpatrick was forced to return the
trophy — “I was so sad about that. I
didn’t feel I spent enough time with it,”
he said - as it now awaits a new owner.

Still, it became his best friend while
in his custody, even accompanying him
for a week-long vacation to Italy after
the British Open.

“It went a few places, actually,” he
said. “We were on a boat, so to Capri,
Amalfi, Positano. Had a few nice day
trips.”
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Cameron Smith says
he is a good fit for

a different

Adam Woodard
Golfweek
USA TODAY Network

LOS ANGELES - Like the rest of us,
Cameron Smith’s initial reaction to the
bombshell news of the PGA Tour and
Public Investment Fund’s plan to part-
ner and form a new global golf entity
was disbelief.

“I guess the first reaction was I
thought it was kind of a joke that had
come out,” said Smith on Monday
ahead of the 2023 U.S. Open at Los An-
geles Country Club, “and then (PIF gov-
ernor Yasir Al-Rumayyan) gave me a
call and kind of explained what was go-
ing on.”

Al-Rumayyan - often referred to as
His Excellency, or H.E. - made a short-
and-sweet phone call to Smith around
10 minutes before his joint interview
with PGA Tour commissioner Jay Mo-
nahan on CNBC last Tuesday, but the
details were sparse.

“He didn’t really explain too much. I
think there’s still a lot of stuff to be
‘worked out, and as time goes on, we’ll
get to know more and more,” Smith
continued. “But there’s definitely a lot
of curious players, I think, on both sides
as to what the future is going to look
like.”

Talk about an understatement.

The bombshell news sent shock-
‘waves through the golf world, and the
topic of discussion will assuredly dom-
inate the first few days in L.A. But much
like last week at the RBC Canadian
Open, when the tees are in the ground
and the balls are in the air for Thurs-
day’s first round, the golf will take the
leading role and what a scene it will be.

After a “pretty cruisey flight over,”
Smith played seven holes on the front
nine Monday morning but was sur-
prised with the setup. This week at
LACC may not have as much of that
thick, signature USGA rough that play-
ers and fans have come to expect.

“It’s a little bit different here. I think
the Bermuda rough, I think you can get
kind of lucky or unlucky,” explained

Open test

Smith. “There’s patches out there where
they’re actually quite thin and you can
get away with kind of a bad shot and oth-
er patches where if you're in there it’s no
good at all. I think that’s a little bit differ-
ent”

“I think the way you go through the
hills there a few times, there’s lots of
shots where you almost have to work the
ball into the hill. It’s a really good chal-
lenge,” he added. “But I think that Ber-
muda rough is definitely alittle bit differ-
ent. Typically we're playing in the north-
east and get that really dense kind of wet
rough.”

In other words, this week could play
to Smith’s strengths.

The former world No. 2 joined the up-
start LIV Golf after a 2022 season that
featured marquee wins at both the Play-
ers Championship and Open Champion-
ship at St Andrews. The 29-year-old
Aussie is a big-time player who often
rises to the occasion, but that said, his
past history in the U.S. Open isn't any-
thing to write home to Brisbane about.
After a T-4 in his first U.S. Open appear-
ance in 2015, Smith has since finished
T-59, cut, T-72, T-38, cut, cut, but does
boast six top-10 finishes, including three
at the Masters.

“I'd like to think that I play my best
golf around kind of tough golf courses. I
know kind of my U.S. Open record isn’t
that great. For me, the driver has always
been the one club where it gets me in
trouble in the U.S. Open and probably
the PGA, the U.S. PGA. You have to drive
theball strong,” explained Smith. “I think
that’s where a golf tournament can get
away from me, but the driver is starting
to feel really good, and I think there’s a
few opportunities around here to make
birdies, so I think that falls into my hands
alittle bit.”

As the reigning Champion Golfer of
the Year at the USGA's flagship champi-
onship, Smith was briefly stumped when
he was asked to distinguish the differ-
ence between the USGA and the R&A be-
fore he filled the room with laughter by
answering one is in the U.S. and the oth-
er the UK.

Bitter rivals

Mcllroy,

Koepka paired in group

Scooby Axson
USA TODAY

Whatever issues that are still re-
maining between PGA Tour golfers
and those who left to join the lucrative
Saudi-funded LIV Golf will certainly
be one of the main storylines when the
123rd U.S. Open starts Thursday at Los
Angeles Country Club.

PGA Championship winner Brooks
Koepka and Rory Mcllroy are set to tee
off together at 4:54 p.m. EDT with 2021
Masters champ Hideki Matsuyama
also in the group. All three golfers are
among the betting favorites to win the
U.S. Open, according to DraftKings.

Koepka was one of the biggest

names to make the leap to LIV shortly
after it debuted last June. Mcllroy was
one of LIV’s biggest critics, but when the
PGA Tour, DP World Tour, and LIV Golf
announced an unprecedented partner-
ship last week it shook up the golf world.

Mecllroy, who has not won a major ti-
tle since the 2014 PGA Championship,
had plenty to say on the issue, express-
ing surprise and mixed emotions over
the venture, adding he didn’t think the
golfers who left for LIV Golf should be
welcomed back.

“I think ultimately when Ilook at the
bigger picture, 10 years down the line,
this is going to be good for the game of
professional golf,” he said. “I still hate
LIV. I hope it goes away.”

To view more Classified listings,
visit: classifieds.usatoday.com
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Notice of Rehabilitation of Wisconsin
Reinsurance Corporation (WRC)
OnMay23, |

(0CH filed

PPUBLIC UCC ARTICLE 9
SALE

Reston, VA (Remote ftelecommuting

siton)

of
a DE corporation on 6/23/2023

Street, Madison, Wi 53703-3285.

in the Dane Gounty (W) Gircuit Gourt a Petition for Rehabiltation (Petition)
with respect to WRG and its subsidiary, 1st Auto & Casualty Insurance Gom-
pany (1st Auto). WRG and 1st Auto are Wisconsin domiciled stock property
and casualty insurance companies, with their main administraive office at
2610 City View Drive, Madison, Wisconsin 53718, The Dane Gounty Circuit
Gourt has scheduled a hearing, if necessary, on the Petition at 10:00 a.m. on
June 28, 2023, 7th Floor, Courtroom 7D ~ Branch 15, 215 South Hamiton

at1:00 p.m. (ET) Lewis Brisbois

Wilmington, DE and via zoom
by Mr Alen Ci Tang as Receiver
and anager and acting 25
agent and without personal
liability for secured creditor
with §25 millon deot.

a spects of thefeam's softvare
development delivery and take a
Bisgaard & Smih LLP data-diven approach o
schedule, resources, and quality.
Collaborate across the Student and
other solution domains.
softuare engineering and operaton
capabilities. Develop realistic
development goals and schedules
on scope,resources,

manage | | pabitoye@interdent.com

EMPLOYMENT

Full-time General Dentist Opportunity in Bellingham, WA. $10,000
signing bonus. Our Mt Vernon office is seeking a fulltme General Dentist
to support this growing community. Located just over an hour away from
Seattle, WA and Vancouver, BC, this is a great location that s close to major
metro areas while sillhaving a communily feel. At Gentle Dental, we value
our teammate’s smile as much as our patient's smile. Come join our team
and make a difference in the fves of the people in your community! Email:

BUSINESS

Set team's

Modern family dental office with an amazing team is seeking a full-

time general dentist. Our wel-estabiished practice is located on

the souther Outer Banks of North Carolina in the highly sought-

- after Crystal Coast area. Email CV and references to Kirsten@
stry.com. NC state license i required.

SKIP the banks and get
your DREAM funded
NOW! 10k-2M all day.

C: com
y

on OC's website at hitg
to-Rehabilitation.aspx.

were thoroughly explored.

Nathan Houdek, and his successors in office, as Rehabiltator of WRC and
st Auto, and Justin Schrader of Noble Consulting as the Special Deputy

for the purposes of overseeing the rehat process
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Beautiful Smiles by Design is
in Dalton and Calhoun GA. \We
are looking for a General and/
or pediatric Dentist at our Dalton
location to lead our

i functional teams. Ensure product is

A copy of the Peition and other fiings, frequently asked questions, and Interested ""_'}:;m'fu':: hecle | | Smile Starters Dental is hiring
current information on the rehabilitation of WRC and 1st Auto can be found . ebriehaic by collaborating with cross-functional for Associate Dentists. Well
tea established practice in_seeking
302.985.6000. B;g;ﬁ‘g"":j[wa‘“‘ﬁ ”E“'“"m‘" full time Associates in multiple NC
The OCI petitioned for rehabilitation only after all other alternatives. Computer Scence, Comp, nformatn | | locations. We are a general practice:

CAREERS . oo | | providing
or eated I fied. Pls 2 years children and young adults through

“The Petiton asks the court o appoint Wisconsin Commissioner o Insurance, EMPLOYMENT. experince injob or relted

age 20 in a modemn, newly updated

teams including mentoring
IT engineering team, in working on
large-scale problems, it on-time
delivry for cross-functional project
and with focus on operational

facilty.
com. Please contact HR at
tmalmut@smilestartersdental.
com.

Our Practices are ulra-high tech,
designed to provide premium
dentistry to all our patients. We
offer excellent compensation and
benefits package. Mentorship for
implants, Orthodontics, Molar Root
canals available. Beautiful Smiles by
Design. Tel: (919)423 6386. E-mail:
elinahc@beautifulsmilesdentistry.
com

en
resume to dawn. rowe@ellucian.com.
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Advertise in U DDAY’s

Marketpla

facility in_San
Francisco CA is seeking a PT As-
sociate Dentist to start out 1 day
per week. Pay rate between $655.00
- §1,500.00 per day. Ideal candi-
date will possess 3+ yrs working
dental experience. Associate must
be able to provide all aspects of
General Dentistry and be a licensed
DDS or DMD in CA. Emailresume to

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

Receive $500, $1,000 AChristian Home
and $2,000 pot! Business Opportunity
'“f’:::“l:“y's“a‘::" FREE Sign- FREE Web site
We Make rFynr You! Formore information go to:
NecerTak 100 U | |www.scripturesdus.com
ecaisnoratss | Loral2teanans
ID# SF2734
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